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Claver

In the name Japan Rwanda Youth Cooperation Rwanda side, | am strongly indebted to the
JRYC japan side especially Rio, the current coordinator. We are so appreciative to the public
community for their hospitality and inner peaceful spirit. They welcomed us in different places

we visited, be it in a family mart, restaurants, home stay, hotel,station,......

However,l and my team strongly indebted to our home stay family of KOSHIKAWA family
and Reiko Raichi san that openly with a light heart welcomed us in their home and took care
of us during our stay. We really enjoyed sharing japanese dishes, taking us out for
supermarket visits and traveling around to get to know the Japanese community deeper as it

was one of our momentous activities during our stay.

We are very proud of their kind hearts and warm welcome they showed us during our stay. We

visited the Rwanda program, we wish to do the same when you visit the country of a thousand

hills and opportunities: Rwanda.

In Addition, My gratitudes goes to our sponsors specifically, Mitsubishi foundation
MUFG,NPO TER and sojitz, we so glad you sponsored our conference.We immensely
appreciate your sponsorship, and as we keep and extend out collaboration and partnership it
is also a bi— responsibility to look forward or serve the world and embrace this growing

technology without compromising the environment and or our lovely community.

2 weeks of experience in Rwanda has been a learn and an unlearn journey, we saw what many
could think was possible, as we were concerned with the development and its impacts on the
environment and community. Japan, through a long journey of trial and error, has hit the
great point where development does not mean a compromise in the environment. However,
there is still a huge gap between development and community. Especially the young
generation, they seem to not care what is going on within their community compared to the

young generation in Rwanda.

[ believe our cooperation will contribute to the development of both countries and contribute
to the solution of both countries’ challenges. In Rwanda, we look forward to the development

of the country from low income country to middle income country by 2035 and High income



country by 2050, with this in mind, the development should not be achieved on the expense of

environmental resources and cultural destruction as many developed countries encounter.

Japan also has an unhappy community, a great factor to HIKIKOMORI. The Rwandan
community is happier, [ believe Japan can learn from Rwanda to solve some social challenges.
We believe that JRYC will continue to open both country’s citizens to visit,live, invest and or

work from both countries.

Japan Rwanda Youth Cooperation will keep the both countries’ youth together and closely
connected, through its Joint project: GREEN ENVIRONMENT? Study Tour, and Physical and

online conferences that keep us united and serve to our mutual understanding.

As JRYC contributes to members’ personal development, [ believe it will keep members
growing in their career as well. Conferences are a good time for members from both sides to
learn and visit new places that we have not yet visited before. It is a precious moment that we
cherish and [ believe everyone learns and gets experiences from different visits we had like
DAIKIN, MITSUBISHI, COFFEE COMPANY MICAFETO, National Museum of Science and
Innovation among others. I believe this experience will contribute to creativity and serve a

symbol for what is possible in today’s world.
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Reflecting the problems caused by developments and find future plan for each country,

Rwanda and Japan

The countries, what we call “developed countries”, have made progress at the expense of
resources without any limit. However, that way cannot be continued anymore. To tackle this problem,
SDGs have been suggested for every country in the world, not only developed countries. In Japan,
schools, companies, the govt and even one person work hard for

However, the developments have caused a lot of problems for the environment, community and
family, and traditional culture.

First, in the past some countries have developed without taking any environmental protection
and that ended up causing air pollution, deforestation, global warming and so on. A lot of discussions
are going on,” Only developed countries should take the expense of protections because these have
been caused by them” or “All the countries should do it because it’s a problem for the earth.” Then,
Rwandan members and Japanese members have discussions and reach a new solution.

Secondly, economical developments have made our lives better. Household machines do
almost everything instead of us and we have time to spare for pastime. Nevertheless, material
abundance has pulled unit bonds of people apart. In Japan, people seldom join community events so
they do not know who lives next to them. More and more families spend less time together. On the
other hand in Rwanda, there is a community work called “Umuganda” which tighs community
connections. We find out that as the country develops,how family and community reacts to the
changes.

Lastly, there is a concept “post development theory”, which suggests that Japan and western
countries’ society has finished development. People tend to feel pursuing unlimited material
abundance is not well-being. What is a “good life”? Then, traditional lifestyle and culture can be
reference material. Each traditional culture, such as the African lifestyle, and Japanese lifestyle in
farming villages has knowledge to live with happiness. Taking post development theory into
consideration, we discover what is happiness for our lives, what kind of traditional culture can be

applied for that, and the future vision of coexistence of traditional culture and development.
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I Jean Eric Niyitanga, Rwanda
Title: Development and environment issues in Rwanda

Aligned with the general theme of the plenary session “Reflecting on the problems caused by
developments and find future plans for each country, Rwanda and Japan”, Eric discussed Rwanda’s
geography, development, and environmental problems related to development. Rwanda is a
landlocked country in East central Africa 75 miles south of the equator. She is known as “The Land of
a Thousand Hills” due to high altitudes ranging 950m to 4500m above the sea level with temperature
21 to 27 ° C and 4 seasons in the year. Rwanda has 5 volcanoes, 23 lakes and numerous rivers, some
forming the source of the river Nile.Rwanda has experienced exponential economic and infrastructure
development after 1994 Genocide against Tutsi. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has risen from $752
million in 1994 to $9.5 billion in 2018. The main economic activity in Rwanda is agriculture
contributing 35% to the national GDP, employing about 70% of the population. Furthermore, Access to
facilities has increased Electricity (61%), Water (87.4%), Internet users: 30% (2023) from 2.3% (in 2022)
and transport services by buses and motorbikes.

There is a catch! Development has led to different environmental problems to be addressed.
Problems highlighted in the presentation were: land scarcity, soil degradation and soil erosion
deforestation, climate change, loss of biodiversity, water pollution and access, urban pollution and
natural resources pressures, generation of hazardous and solid waste, and natural resource depletion.
For instance, as of 2023, there are 400 inhabitants per ki overall and more than 520 inhabitants per
kit on agricultural lands with many other activities putting pressure on the environment.

The presentation concluded with Rwanda’ s vision 2050 of sustainable development aligned with
SDGs. It focuses on economic growth and prosperity, and high quality and standards of life for
Rwandans with 5 pillars: 1.human development, 2.competitiveness and integration 3. agriculture for
wealth creation; 4. urbanization and agglomeration; and 5. accountable and capable state institutions.
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I Claver
Title: Rwanda social community problems

My presentation focused on the internet results that tries to answer Rwanda’s social
community problems “the country of thousands of hills and Billions of opportunities”.
Responses like:

Political Repression, Freedom of Expression, Repression Across Borders, Sexual Orientation
and Gender Identity, Covid—19, International Justice, Ethnic Tensions and Reconciliation
were not true, what [ termed as a Big no. However, I exhaustively discussed a pressing
community challenges in Rwanda like school dropout and early pregnancy as a burden for
youth, and indicated how Rwandan government addressed the challenges: increasing the use
of punishment , establishing laws and regulation, institutions that support those girls like
[sange, one stop center and many more,

Clean water, electricity coverage to all people by 2024 in the NST1 programs established by
Rwanda in 2017 were clearly explained.

You will or probably heard, People saying: Rwanda is Singapore of Africa and/or Wakanda of
Africa.

The only question you can ask now is how Rwanda achieved all in such a period of time?
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I Alia
WOMEN EMPOWERMENT IN RWANDA

Women empowerment in Rwanda showcases the remarkable progress and initiatives in the
country to promote gender equality. Rwanda has emerged as a global leader in this regard.
The presentation highlighted the significant increase in women’s political representation, with
Rwanda having the highest percentage of women in parliament worldwide. It also emphasizes
economic empowerment efforts, including support for women entrepreneurs and improved
creativity and innovation. Additionally, having access to education increased the labor force
of the country which is playing a vital role in the development of the country. Overall, the
Rwandan case serves as an inspiring example of a nation committed to women’s empowerment,
demonstrating the transformative impact of legislative reforms, economic initiatives, and

improvements in education and healthcare on gender equality.
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Question:

How do you RELATE the concepts
we have discussed below
to DEVELOPMENT

AT

~ Tradition } ~ Nature | Democracy Happiness |
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Plenary session I 20/08/2023 Tokyo, Japan

Theme: Reflecting on the problems caused by developments and find future for each country, Rwanda,
and Japan”

Moderator: Jean Eric Niyitanga

Panelist:Alia Teto, Rwanda, Rio Nagasawa, Japan, Takuto Yoshino, Japan

Time: 16:30-18:50 Platform: Zoom

The purpose of the second session was to further explore the theme of the conference in different
aspects and discuss the future of the organization Japan Rwanda youth cooperation.

During this session the conference’s theme was explored in 3 aspects: Future for Rwanda Japan
cooperation, Women empowerment in Rwanda’s development, and the relationship of development and
nature, traditions, democracy, and happiness.

Rio: The future of Japan—Rwanda Cooperation

Development regards the brighter future for everyone. The future of Rwanda and Japan cooperation
largely depends on sharing of the future goals among the youth. Young people should come together
and support each other in their respective aspirations. And for both countries to keep developing,
they should invest in” youth power” to develop human resources for now and for the future.

Alia: Gender equality and Women empowerment in development of Rwanda

Development is the improvement in different sectors and improving the quality of life. One of the
factors for the development of Rwanda is Women empowerment; it increased productivity as the labor
increased and innovation in different industries as women were included. To reach the level of Gender
equality, there is a need to engage men and develop understanding and open inclusive spaces in
employment and mentorship

Takuto: Development in relations to tradition, nature, democracy, and happiness
Development is all about changes that make life more convenient and better. While many
developments attempt to get rid of the traditions, it is not the best way to go; it should not
be a tradeoff, it should be an add on. Regarding nature, development can’t have detrimental
effects on nature and natural resources. This might backfire in the long run as the plan
becomes unlivable through climate change and disturbed ecosystems. We should seek
development without destroying nature. Development and democracy should be balanced.
Democratic way of adopting development can be very slow. However, dictated developments
might not be in the best interest of the people making consensus a necessity. Development
doesn’t necessarily make people happier. This is because convenient life brought up by
technological advance can be so addictive and reduce human interactions. As people interact
less, the less happier they are more likely to be.



The panelists concluded with the contribution of JRYC in the development of both countries
(Rwanda and Japan). They highlighted: commitment to contribute, create a platform for
learning and sharing, advocacy in different sectors, innovation and technology exchange,
community engagement and encouraging one another.

The future of JRYC was discussed: 2024 conference in Rwanda, potential joint project,
engaging more youth and strengthening members’ engagement.
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CONFERENCE COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW

[ was glad to participate in JRYC conference 2023 in Japan. It was an opportunity to learn,
make friends and contribute to the relationship between Rwanda and Japan. [ gained an
understanding of Japanese culture and enjoyed the hospitality of Japan “Omotenashi”. I learnt
how Japan has leveraged technology to develop and solve socio—economic problems like
Digitized transport (trains and buses), e-payment, waste processing to produce energy and
eco—friendly cement, uses of AC make life livable regardless of high summer temperature,
etic. Furthermore, | was to meet new people in different walks of life (young, old,
entrepreneurs, religions) , learnt from their life stories and made friends. Lastly, countries’
relationship is people’ s relationship, this conference was a brick addition to the relation—ship
of Rwanda and Japan cooperation.




Claver

REFLECTING ON DEVELOPMENT,ITS IMPACT ON ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY AND
SUSTAINABILITY — RWANDA AND JAPAN.

The mission of this conference on Rwandan side was:

Reflecting on developments and its impact on environment and community and sustainability Rwanda
and Japan.

This conference was a self mirror for both Japan AND Rwanda as a developing country.We took a
journey to the future, where most if not all developing countries are helding.

We learned how japan society faced challenges led by development through different techniques and
technology which ultimately poised japan to the new environmental friendly mentality in managing
different challenges.

As JRYC works under 3 main objectives, our report will tackle this area of interest.
COLLABORATIVE PROJECT, ANNUAL CONFERENCE, STUDY TOUR.

COLLABORATIVE PROJECT

GREEN ENVIRONMENT

MUSASHINO CLEANING CENTER

The cleaning center is designed to change the so called waste into usable environmentally friendly
products. Musashino cleaning center turns waste into electricity and cement which contribute to the
development. This center is an iconic cleaning center in JAPAN that Rwanda should learn from
through country bilateral cooperation and or youth cooperation programs like Japan Rwanda Youth
Cooperation.

.....
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With advanced technology, Musahino cleaning center capacitates almost all district wide waste which
optimizes the land use. It is impeccable to look at its outer view which serves like Rwanda Radisson
blue hotel.

It is located in the city which is controversial to what we know in Rwanda, the waste should be far
away from residence. This set this center as a number one example to rely on in terms of waste
management.



STUDY TOUR

JICA, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) is an implementing agency of

Japanese official development aid (ODA) for the purpose of supporting the socioeconomic
development, recovery or economic stability of developing regions

Through different conversations AYUMU UCHIDA, the JICA representative of Rwanda, sheds light on
the area of collaboration with Rwanda which are education, Agriculture,Infrastructure and Technology.
JICA vision : Leading World with Trust. Mrs AYUMU highlighted most of the leading projects JICA
currently in progressare in the area of Technology and Education.

JICA mode of collaboration is based on mutual benefits and understanding. Most importantly, JICA
allows the active participation and engagement of the country’s citizens and local community which

allow them to serve their priorities as they want.

EMBASSY OF RWANDA IN JAPAN

National museum of science and innovation

Ambassador Eleneste RWAMUCYO appreciated this youth cooperation between the two countries and
proposed more inclusion of many members and more universities.

He also called upon Japan youth presence in activities of the embassy of the Republic of Rwanda in
Japan and confirmed future cooperation of the Association.




Alia
ALIA’S REVIEW OF THE CONFERENCE

The Japan—Rwanda Youth Cooperation Conference held in Japan was an enlightening and
collaborative event. It offered us a unique platform for young minds from both countries to

exchange ideas and foster cross—cultural understanding.

cross—cultural understanding

[t was impressive to witness the enthusiasm and innovative thinking of the participants. The
event’s focus on practical solutions and cooperation between Japan and Rwanda’s youth is a
promising sign for future bilateral relations. Overall, it was a successful and inspiring

conference that showcased the potential for youth-led initiatives to drive positive change in

both nations.
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